DT 
PETITION 


T0 THEIR 
KING. 


An humble Petition of the diſtrefſed and al-: 
molt-deſtroyed Subjeas of EnGrano, 
To the Kings moſt Excellent Majeſhy 


Containing (in the udgement of the wile) the 


very ſcnfe of all the true - hearted of the Kingdome ; 


but becauſe the way to the Kings eare is ſtop, it was ſent 


to Lonpdon, and there printed, as it is 
| briefly declared to the Reader. 


E X © D. 10. 7. 
K noweſt thow not yet that our Canaan is deſtroyed ? 
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Printed on the day of Jacobs Trouble, Ny to maks 


way (in hope) for its deliverance out 'of it. 
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"To the obvious not deſire Reager.- ' 
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$+4:4245 $0 OD Friend , We would have you know 


: * this Petition was intended onely for his 
5 $ eMajeſties view, but becauſe plain dea- 
++:+0:2+*S hg is feldome well taken andbis « M a- 


Jeſtie ſo guarded from the Requeſts of his Subjefts, we 
, are therefore forced to ſubmit it to.your common view, 
ard to turne it out , in hope Go may {ghref | 
one Copie,and ſerioufly reade it,andiay to heart the di- | 
fireſſe of the miſerable:1f you cenſure #t as the worke of 
Jomefew diſcontented perſons, Know you it is the ſenſe 
of our ' part of the Kingdom,and if you will promiſe us 
 freedome and hopes of ſucceſſe, we liſoone retarne it you 
with the hands of 1 000000. {f you condemne us for 
ſpeaking tooplainly, Know that miſery makes men for- 
get good manners;and dying men uſe not complements : 
We are m the caſe of the Lepers, liwe ſitſhll we pe- 
riſh, therefore we will move mn the way of hope, and goe 
in to the King, though it be not according to Lay, and 
if wepefr{h'we periſh. Yet know, we will come farre 
ort of the plainneſſe of better perſons and umes, 
2 Sam. 12. 7, 1 King, 18, 8, &c, &c, &c. 
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} exrfemhity-prevaileth and drives us to You, and caſterh us here pro- 
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+ TIRED 
eMajelh ; 


"The humble Periciors of Your diſtreſſed and almoſt 
deftrbyell Subjti#s bf Tour Kingdome of England. | 


ReavD.Sovnralicns, Its adoublegricte $0 
our ſodles, that we ſhould be conſtrained to beg far 
* our lives 2t'Yout hands, who are bound by the Law 
| of God and nature, and by Your Oath, to preſerve 

them, ahd that weſhould be forced to entreat You 
$#092:*SS* pare our cſtares, liberties, and bloud, whoſe ho- 
nour and ſtrength depends ſo much on theſe our enjoyments : But 


rare at the feer of Your Majeſtic: And let not Your Majeſty be of- 
fended,if we fpeake more plainly chen uſually becometh us; for ne- 
; ceſſitic hath no TJaw:Ir is for our lives and morc,andtherefore blame 
:u$'flot to ſpeake ;,our friefds,our wives,our children,our wants,our 
dangers, oor County, our bloud,do all pierce our cares and hearts 

with their daily & dolcfull crycs; Oh that our requeſts could finde 

a$quick acceſſe toY ours! Surely its impoſſibleY our Majeſty ſhould 

be ignorant of thedolttull condition Your two Kingdomesaxein ; 

Doe Yon not know that olt houſes are plundered, and the fruit of 
our long lab6urs taken from us, that men who have heretofore re- 
lieved hundreds of the poore, haye nat left them a bed tolye on, 

food to [aſtain rheq,or a houſe to pur their heads int And the poore 

they Were wonrre reve, the forced tabecome Souldiers,rhat they 
rob\\s'by zutho Know Younot how many thouſand di- 


fireMa ſoulescry to God d ir anguiſh and miſ 
while they ſet You the Ex x having - 
nee heh $ O87 'Majelies ancieee cle- 
netiey2"Yoll were Wor cares) by: Pyrates,, orbar a 
houſe by fire, to. grant us, Letrers Patents for.qur-re+ 


the 


| | (2) 
«the ground, and this not one for obraining victory iRory in heat of Goh 
bebe deliberation AD they did at Briminghans in War. 
wickſhireby neerea huodred houſes the nextfay when they left the 
Towne. You were wont to relieve Your Subjects when taken by Py. 
rates,and made Gally.flaves;and now the loathſome priſons of 0x. 
ford and other places,are fillea with their miſerable,ſtarved,diſcaſed 
bodyes,who(ſome of them) would think themſelves halfe free-men 
were they Turkiſh Gally- flaves; ſuch is thgjr cruell uſage. Know 
You nor how our Lands [ye untilted, while Your Souldiers take our 
horſes by a thouſand art a rime 2 and what can follow thisthirex- 
rreame famine £ Know You not hoiy our bloud is ſpilt, & the dead 
bodyes of Your SubjeRts, yea, many of your Nobles ſcattered as 
dung on the face of the earth 7 Have not your eyes ſcene jr, & your 
earcs heard the groanes of the wounded, gaſping for life * Is.all this 
nothing in your eyes! To whom ſhould your people goe burzo-your 
Majeſty inthis our diſtrefſee We haverryed all. other known means, 
and profeſle in the ſight of God, we know none but your Majeſtie, 
under God, that can deliver us without more bloud and defolation 
and the world knows ic is in your hands,you may doe it if you will; 
and doe it eaſily,and doe it with increaſe of your honour, ſafery,and 
happines. Whar if ir were to patt wich ſonterhing of your right, yer 
ſhould not your Majeſty doe it to ſave the life of your people, from 
whom, and for whoſe good, You firſt recejvediit 2. : , - ; 974 
Dread Soveraigne,We beſetch You conſider,what hath your Par- 
liament and people done, thar deſerves all this from You * 1s ir be- 
cauſe your Parliament relieved us from oppreſſing Courts, and ille. 
| gallraxations? Was it not withyour own conſentsand,js it not your 
| glory, tobe King oſarich and free people? lyir.becauſethey-proſe- 
| cute Delinquents?* Why ,to whapend axe your Courts, of Juſtice els? 
| and arenot they your chiefeft Court'? And can thoſe be friends to 
| You,ar:4 worth the defending,thatire encmies. to your Kingdams? 
{ For your Forts and Navy, ze they pot yours for your Kis 
| pood? And is not'your Parliament, the Kingdome reprefeauative 2 
We know your Majeſty cannot mannage them in your own perſon, 
but by your Miniſters, and rhofe choſen by Counſcll; and can You 
- , 4 Or 
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or the Kingdome poſhbly judge any more able,impartiall,1nd faith- 
Full to adviſe You inthis, then your Parliament © They, medled not 
with ir, till abſolute neceſſicic conſtrained ; rill they ſaw Irclandin re- 
bellion,the rebells threatning Englerd,che ſame ſpirits as,malignaart 
and ative at home,and their own lives and the Kingdome in preſcgr 
2pparent jeopardy, and your Majeſties conſent torheir B ll denyed, 
We-canniot bur ſce the ſame Counſells ſerring your Maj. ſty agaiaſt 
your Parliament now, which cauſed their ſo long diſcontinuance, 
which cauſed the Ship-money, and other illegall taxations , which 
cauſed the late innovations in Church and Stare , which cauſed the 
warre with Scotland, which broke up rh< laſt Parliament, an1cauſed 

that inyeRive Declaration againſt them, inthe very language of che 

preſent times. We cannot poſſibly conceive whit your Parliament 

can do now to remedy any of theſe miſeries;they humbly ſeek your 

royall coriſent in vaine; the offzyders legally proceeded againlt arc 

defended from.rhem, yea thoſ-rhit your Majeſty hath proclaimed 

ſuch; that is denied chem whichis yeelded to every the lowelt court 
of Juſtice ; they defire nothing more then your preſence and concur; 
rence z and we know if humble Petitions ..ar loyall affeRions would 
procure it, there would 'nag bave bcenſo long a diſtance. Neither is 
thereany viſiblemeans left, bur either give up our ſtates, liberties, 
lives & Religion to the diſpoſe of your too-long tryed. {ſecret Coun- 
cel}, and make. your Majeſiies meere will the onely Law, and fo be. 
tray their Counttey,and thetruſt committed ro them ; (which God 
forbid) of elfe d cod us by theTwogg. Ki Py 0, 3 


" "And for us your people, what have wee done that wearemadea 
common ſpoyle £ Would. your Majeſty defire us perfidiouſly tabe- 
tray thera whomſwehave truſt edzand deſert them that have been {9- 
failtifultto'us AE kill them whomavee haye choſen to ſaveus #- 
and defffoy thofe who are bur (elves repre ltatyely + Thenſhoaſd 

webethe diſgrace ofthe Exg/iſhNarion, the reproach of our poſte- 


e 
ririe, fol ' ſhattie of narure, and ſhow Mreſealy cxpe8 Mme 
REF God, acc! geht vt our. 
fe of our ot; 


ſirange] £IFGod accoefing ro the ſtcangeticl 

fence, Irs t \Weire forcedzotake 2 wp 4 Ceferem;or th- 

ther to.fave our throats from the violence of deſperate perſ53abo 
3 You 
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You; But 'webeſtech You call not vet «RY 
| & tia be againſt yolirwill;bur ifatiy of your 1 re ni dh 
| reſpeRive of your toyall authoritie oy liſhed by Law, more watly 

tender of yout perf dtd hotdurthen wy thchlernor God prolpe ; 
- 'o0r proceedings, btit. cauſe usrofall before t Mew apdgiretitup us ui in 
| their hands.” We arefattenty on the ctvel), 2nd bekble 
| not dycquietly & without are we arc accuſed as traytors ver 
| enttnies toyour Majeſty. Webeleech 5 your Majelty,confider in the 
| preſence of God, "Ipod oh Father'& Kits bad runupon you wir 
' His drawne ſwotd -whether Wold You haye fiifered c ath without 
reſiſtance, ot have t{ken thefword; fo ten ore Out aw hand 4 and 
| yer neither beaverſe to his honour & 


| ' Willnor: the eyewinkewichout Lent an Ae che [7h $o% worme 
| rune back, if yourtread g ie Phi ng belide big. we Rave on 
| Heiegts it facred Writ ef 
ranſccndetit Monatcke, , OY M4. 44,45- 1 Sam. 23.11, 12. 2 King, 
| I.10.12,13.3 Chr0,26.18,20, Dan.þ.tx wh ini fo this were'no, - 
| ehing.yet' we ktiow your Majeſt FTIv} Viet n \agt or the continu - 
' Ade of this Pattatrient : and ſire that * FTE 5 incane a Par- 
| Haitient with Irs power 1 pita: atid-nor Bp meere name and 


our ſelfe a 
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diſcerne thar we' gh docagainſt Youbur for yoorknown cſtabHiſhs 
authozity.ig;/Parkamem. Ant we hope your Majeſty will nor deny 
then to bt yourentire Parliament, "for is the At recalld whereby 
they were cttablifſhed 5if nor, how canthey ceaſe to be-your Parlia- 
mens £ neither lerche fault belaid on part of ther; forwe att know 
the:M.4jor part baghuthe anboray of the wholegand iF if were the 'Mt- 
ney part, whydid nor, or doth notthe Major over-vote them © And 
webeſcech your Majeſty blameus notto thinke our Religion and all 
lyes at the ftake,white welooke back by whit atraine Popery had 
heen altwaſt, brought upon us by thar party, and fee them fill the 
chicte in favour, and whenfo many Papiſts Engliſh and forreigneare 
now in Armes againſt'us,, and know no-one Papift in the Land that 
is 80t zealous in the cauſe, Wonder nor, Dread Soverargne, if wee 
hardly beleeve that thoſe come now to-ſave us, who in $8. and the! 
Pomder Plotr,”would-fo crucHy tave deſtroyed us : that Papiſts/ 
ſhould be moſh zealous in fighting for the Proceſtant Religion, and: 
Delinquents (proceeded apainſt in Parliament, ) ſhould ſtand for 
the priviledges and Laws of the ParfKament'; that opprefſing Mo- 
napolifts ſhould fight forche Subjes Rberties,ſtemall riddles and 
xecs tovs. Blame us nor, we beſcech You, to feare, while we 
fee no contradicion appeare ro Mounfieur de Cheſnehis booke, fold 
openly for many yeares,not in Parwonely, bur in London,and read at 
Conn which records your Majeſties Lerterto the Pope, promifing 
to venture Crowne andall to unite us ro Roweagaine. 

.- Dread Soveraigne, many Princes have goneaſtray through ſtrength 
of tempration,and after have been happy in repenting and recurning; 
Oh thar the Lord would make ir your caſc, and glarifie his mercy 
on You and us, in making knowne to You the thing conceriing our 
peace, and not his Juſtice in hardning Youto deftruQion:that it may 
never be read it our Chronicle by the generations to come,that Ex- 
glend had a Prince who lived and dycd in ſeeking the deſolation of 
his people, and the Church of God. Your Majeſty knoweth there 
isa King & 2a Judge above You; before whom You muſt ney 
ly ſtand and give account of your Government; Ve defire You in 
the preſence of that God, to thinke, and chinke ſcriouſly, and thinke 


againe | 
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| again how (ad it will be, tojhave all. chis bloud charged on your 
e 3 Canyour Majeſty 1binke of thitwith comfort whoa You are 
dying © Can theſe Counſellors that now put you on, then'bringYou 
as ſafely off £ Your Majeſty may deſpiſe whar we ſay, and caſt away 
our Petition, and tread downe your pore peopleand judge us your 
enemics, becauſe we tell-you the truth, arid fpeake. as dying men in 
the forrow of our ſoules;z but You cannot fo 7 by:Divine Juſtice, 
- or quict conſcience atthe laſt : As true as the Lord liveth,your Ma- 
xſtie will one day know that Blaſphemets, P3piſts,and fAlatterers,are 
not your friends z but plainedealers;/ who doeaſſure You, the way: 
You take, tends to the utter raine anddeſtruion of your Selfe and 
' KingJdome. And can your heart endure, or can your hands be frong in 
the day the Lord will reckon with Tos for Hi people committed to 
yourcharge? Oh ! ſuppoſe Younow heard the bloud of _—_ 
plealready ſpilr, crying. in your eargs, and ſaw the- many th 
yct living a life worſe then death, lying intheir ſorrows at your feet, 
crying for pitty, help,oh King help, orwe loſe our liberties, Lawes, 
lives-and Religion ; help thar your Selfe and Royall poſteritie, be 
nor Princes of au impoveriſhed-deſolate Nation : help as ever You 
would have God helpYouinthe day af death and judgement, when 
your Selfe ſhall-cry for helpe and pirtic; help that deliverance come 
not ſome other way,whileYou & your Fathers houſe are deſtroyed. 
The Lord God of our hopes, who hath for our fines moſt juſtly af- 
flicted us in You,give your Majeſty a diſcerning eye,a holy and ten- 
der hearr, to yeeld to the Petitionof your diſtreſſed Subjes, To re- 
" turne 10 and concyrre with your Parliament, that God and man may for- 
geryour miſtakings, and You may be thebleſſedeſt Prince thatever 
rejgned inour Land, the terrour of your reak{ enemies, thejoy of 
Jour people, and the glory of poſteritie; Such ſhall be the daily and 


tie prayers of 
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